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These Fishers Landing schoolchildren, pictured in 1916, oversaw tremendous changes. The 
children of pioneers, they were born in a time when Fishers was a thriving town and river port, 
and life “on the plain” included fervent county and state politics. They were infants when the 
railroad came. Theysaw the height—and the decline—of the prune industry, and during their 
lifetimes, they watched Fishers and Mill Plain become the “sleeping giant” referred to in the 1980s 
when, with the construction of the Interstate 205 bridge, the boom was on again. A few lived 
to see the next transformation—of sleek suburban neighborhoods and suburban shopping. But 
long gone now are the Fisher siblings who traveled west. What once belonged to Silas Maxon, 
Adam Fisher, and Napoleon McGillivray is now Cascade Park. Gone too is Solomon Fisher’s 
landing on the Columbia. Where the Duback, Bybee, Blair, and Atkins families farmed, shops, 
theaters, and restaurants have sprung up. Today Fishers Landing is a newly bustling place, with 
a new generation of schoolchildren to watch over it. (Courtesy Bob Hitchcock.) 


